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REFLECTING ON 2021-2025

JOURNEY THROUGH JUSTICE COURT TOUR DATA
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The bar graphs illustrate the significant growth in participation and engagement in the
Journey Through Justice Court Tour Program over the past four years:

Total Number of Tours (Blue Bar Chart):

e 2022: Only 3 tours were conducted, marking the initial phase of the program.

e 2023: The program expanded significantly, hosting 25 tours, an increase of over 8 times
compared to 2022.

e 2024: Engagement surged further with 83 tours, a more than 3-fold increase from 2023
and nearly 28 times the number in 2022.

e 2025: A total of 57 tours across 4 justice centers were conducted with referrals to the
Judges in the Classroom program for students unable to come to the Court and
implementation of prescheduled dates to accommodate more schools.

Total Number of Students (Yellow Bar Chart):
e 2022: A modest start with 90 students participating.
e 2023: Participation grew to 783 students, an almost 9-fold increase from 2022.
e 2024: The program experienced explosive growth, reaching 2,760 students, over 3.5
times the 2023 figure and an astounding 30 times the 2022 numbers.
e 2025: A total of 2,149 students participated in Court Tours this year.

Key Insights:
e The program has shown exponential growth in both the number of tours and student
participants over the three years.
e A total of approximately 5,700 students have participated in Court Tours the last three
years.



JUDGES IN THE CLASSROOM

In 2020, Orange County Superior Court was one
of eleven counties in California selected to
participate in piloting a new program called
Judges in the Classroom (JIC). The Judges in the
Classroom program pairs judicial officers with K-
12 teachers for virtual or in-person visits. These
one-hour lessons engage students in law-related UdgeS
civics topics such as the Role of Judges, the U.S. :
Constitution, Rule of Law, and Historical IN the
Milestones in our democracy. This program offers

a unique opportunity to enrich students' C|OSSFOOI’T]
understanding of civics through interactive and
informative discussions with experienced legal
professionals.

CALIFORNIA

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, the Judges in the Classroom program was modified to
provide lessons remotely via Zoom. The majority of the visits are now in person,
however, virtual presentation are still made available. In order to increase the
program’s reach, the Court launched a marketing campaign to superintendents,
principals, and teachers throughout Orange County in the 2023-2024 school year.

The bar data reflects the Court's
adaptive efforts in community
In Person Visits @ Remote Visits engagement as it transitioned out of

40 B  COVID-19 restrictions. From 2021 to

% 2025, in-person visits steadily increased,
demonstrating a strong commitment to
reestablishing direct connections with
the community. Remote visits also
played a vital role during this period,
ensuring consistent engagement while
accommodating ongoing health and
safety considerations. By 2025, our
judicial officers were able to visit 112
schools, helping demystify the justice
system and encourage student

In Person and Remote Visits

30

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 engagement with civics.
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JUDICIAL EXTERN

PROGRAM

The Orange County Superior Court offers a
comprehensive Judicial Extern Program for
law students seeking practical experience in
various areas of law, including civil, criminal,
probate, family, mental health, and juvenile
matters. Externs work closely with judicial
officers and engage in tasks such as drafting
bench memoranda, conducting legal
research, assisting with special projects, and
observing judicial proceedings.

The program provides real-world exposure
in courtrooms and chambers, helping
externs develop key legal skills such as legal
research and writing, professional
communication, practical experience in
negotiations and mediations, and an
understanding of ethics and
professionalism. This opportunity bridges
the gap between academic learning and the
demands of the legal profession, offering
invaluable insights into the judicial system
and fostering both personal and

professional growth.

TOTAL NUMBER OF
EXTERNS THAT WERE
ACCEPTED INTO THE
JUDICIAL EXTERN
PROGRAM

69

TOTAL NUMBER OF
JUDICIAL OFFICERS
THAT HAVE SERVED
AS MENTORS FOR
THE PROGRAM
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“ “Through the Orange
County Superior Court
Judicial Extern Program, bench
officers mentor law students

from law schools all over the
United States.

During the Summer, the Court
has over a dozen activities for
the judicial externs, including
presentations on the different
case types, ethics, civility and
professionalism, jury selection
and voir dire, and legal research
and writing. They observe the
different court proceedings in
Family, Civil, Probate, Juvenile,
Criminal, Collaborative Courts,
the United States District Court,
and the California Court of
Appeal.

| would like to share a comment
made by a judicial extern: The
events were incredible. |
learned so much at each and
every one, plus they were great
networking opportunities. 1
enjoyed the chance to get to
know different departments
and learn about various
opportunities and career
options. The people were all
incredible and giving with their
time. Amazing experience.’
Having been a judicial extern,
myself, | know that what our
Program provides is a hands-
on, invaluable experience for
our future attorneys and
judges.”

-Hon. Deborah C. Servino
Orange County Superior Court










ORANGE COUNTY FAIR

The Orange County Superior Court's participation in the 2024 Orange County
Fair, held on July 19, 20, and 21, was a resounding success, connecting with
over 2,500 fairgoers. This outreach initiative was a key component of the
Court's Strategic Plan and reinforced its long-standing commitment to
community engagement. By being present at the fair, the Court provided a
platform for educating the public, answering questions, and fostering a deeper
understanding of the judicial system.

The Court’s participation served several critical purposes:

*Community Outreach: The fair allowed the Court to engage with diverse
community members, promoting awareness of legal processes and answering
guestions to foster a more informed public.

* Public Education: The Court shared information about its services, including the
Journey Through Justice Court Tour Program, Leadership Academy, Speakers’ Bureau,
Judicial Mentor Program helping the public understand its role in the justice system.

* Building Trust and Transparency: The Court’s visibility fostered trust by making
judicial officers and staff approachable, enhancing public confidence in the judicial
process.

* Promoting Youth Engagement: The fair was an ideal venue to promote youth
programs like the Read Across America Program, Judges in the Classroom, All Rise
Student Mentor Program, encouraging young people to get involved in law and civic
duties.

* Promoting Volunteerism: The Court highlighted opportunities for community
involvement, such as becoming a Court Ambassador.

* Encouraging Civic Engagement: The Court emphasized the importance of civic
duties, encouraging fairgoers to engage in their communities and understand their
rights.

« Humanizing the Judiciary: By interacting directly with the public, the Court made
the judicial system more relatable and approachable, showcasing the people behind

@CEAIR}
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OC FAIR TABLING - FRIDAY, JULY 19, 2024

In-Person Booth Visits (146)
41%

In-Person Community Engagement Program QR Code Scans (210)
59%

OC FAIR TABLING - SATURDAY, JULY 20, 2024

Grand Jury (55)

8.3%
In-Person Community Engagement QR Code Scans (272)

41%

In-Person Visits (336)
50.7%

OC FAIR TABLING - SUNDAY, JULY 21, 2024

Grand Jury (42)

9.4% In-Person Community Engagement Program QR Code Scans (182)
40.8%

In-Person Visits (223)
49.8%
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FUTURE GOALS

In the coming year, the Orange County Superior Court envisions a
continued expansion of its outreach efforts through programs
thoughtfully designed to serve and empower the community. By elevating
civic education, deepening community partnerships, and creating
meaningful and accessible pathways for engagement with the judicial
system, the Court seeks to inspire greater public understanding and trust.
Through these initiatives, the Court reaffirms its commitment to civic
education, community involvement, and fostering an inclusive learning
environment.

Secure Grant Funding

The Court will continue to seek grants and
partnerships to enhance funding for programs like
Jury Appreciation and Civic Leadership, ensuring
accessibility and an expanded reach to underserved
communities.

Expand the Journey Through Justice Court Tour
Program

A future goal of the program is to expand lesson
offerings to better serve the diverse age groups that
visit our courts.

Grow the Judges in the Classroom (JIC)
Program:

The JIC program aims to expand classroom visits by
proactively engaging schools that have not
previously requested a judge visits.

Year-Round Expansion of the Read Across
America Program

The Court will continue expanding the Read Across
America program, with judicial officers inspiring
reading and promoting literacy year-round through
classroom visits.

Civic Learning Award Support for Schools

The Court is committed to supporting Orange
County schools in developing impactful civic
education programs and guiding them through the
application process.
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