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Court Adoptions 

 

Santa Ana, CA – The Superior Court of Orange County has created a process enabling, for the first 
time in its long history, the finalization of uncontested Adoptions without the need for a Court 
appearance.  
 
“We established a process that allows us to finalize uncontested adoptions without the need for 
people to come into a courthouse,” said Judge Sandy Leal, who is leading this effort, adding: “The 
pandemic is creating the need for innovative solutions.” About 75 percent of all adoptions are 
uncontested. 
 
The Court began hearing uncontested adoptions on May 14, 2020, after the closure in March 
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic.  Judge Leal initially tackled cases that were set for hearing 
then continued prior to the Court’s closure. The Court set up a process to contact the parties to 
the adoption, or their attorneys, and provide them with instructions on how to participate in the 
remote hearing with Judge Leal.   
 
“At a time of great stress and concern, we wanted to ensure that families could be brought 
together without delay. So, with great vision and compassion, our Court leadership decided that 
these cases needed to proceed expeditiously; thus, allowing us to implement a remote hearing 
protocol for Adoptions. We were fortunate that Judge Leal stepped up and has been conducting 
these hearings with a very warm and personal touch, in a remote procedure which, by its nature, 
could be very sterile and impersonal.” said Family Law Panel Supervising Judge Lon Hurwitz.  
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Meanwhile, Court staff are working on the 
pending Adoptions and all incoming new 
filings to get every single case prepared in 
advance of the remote hearing process. 
Once the hearing is complete, courtroom 
staff mail the final Adoption report to the 
parties for signatures, to be returned to the 
Court for submission to the State. 
 
For detailed information on Adoptions 
please visit this Court’s website on Adoptions: 
http://www.occourts.org/directory/family/adoptions.html 
 
“This new service is part of the Court’s “Safe Access to Justice” initiative, said Presiding Judge 
Nakamura, adding that the program is designed to ensure the health and safety of Judges, Court 
employees, and all members of the public who enter Court facilities.” 
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