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authority—what constitutional provision, statute, 
rule, or published court decision—establishes the 
trial court’s legal duty or power to act or not act in 
that way. 

 
• Show the appellate division that the trial court has 

not acted in the way that this legal authority says the 
court is required to act. You will need to tell the 
appellate division exactly where in the record of 
what happened in the trial court it shows that the 
trial court did not act in the way it was required to. 

 
c. Description of why you need the writ 
 
One of the most important parts of your petition is 
explaining to the appellate division why you need the 
writ you have requested. Remember, the appellate 
division does not have to grant your petition just because 
the trial court made an error. You must convince the 
appellate division that it is important for it to issue the 
writ. 
 
Your petition needs to show that a writ is the only way 
to fix the trial court’s error. To convince the court you 
need the writ, you will need to show the appellate 
division that you have no way to fix the trial court’s 
error other than through a writ (this is called having “no 
adequate remedy at law”). 
 
This will be hard if the trial court’s ruling can be 
appealed. If the ruling you are challenging can be 
appealed, either immediately or as part of an appeal of 
the final judgment in your case, the appellate division 
will generally consider this appeal to be a good enough 
way to fix the trial court’s ruling (an “adequate 
remedy”). To be able to explain to the appellate division 
why you do not have an adequate remedy at law, you 
will need to find out if the ruling you want to challenge 
can be appealed, either immediately or as part of an 
appeal of the final judgment. 
 
Here are some trial court rulings that can be appealed. 
There are laws (statutes) that say that certain kinds of 
trial court rulings (“orders”) can be appealed 
immediately. In limited civil cases, California Code of 
Civil Procedure section 904.2 lists orders that can be 
appealed immediately, including orders: 

• Changing or refusing to change the place of trial 
(venue) 

 
• Granting a motion to quash service of summons 
 
• Granting a motion to stay or dismiss the action on 

the ground of inconvenient forum 
 
• Granting a new trial 
 
• Denying a motion for judgment notwithstanding the 

verdict 
 
• Granting or dissolving an injunction or refusing to 

grant or dissolve an injunction 
 
• Appointing a receiver 
 
• Made after final judgment in the case 
 
In misdemeanor and infraction cases, orders made after 
the final judgment that affect the substantial rights of the 
defendant can be appealed immediately (California 
Penal Code section 1466). 
 
In misdemeanor cases, orders granting or denying a 
motion to suppress evidence can also be appealed 
immediately (California Penal Code section 1538.5(j)). 
 
You can get copies of these statutes at any county law 
library or online at www.leginfo.ca.gov/calaw.html. You 
should also check to see if there are published court 
decisions that indicate whether you can or must use an 
appeal or a writ petition to challenge the type of ruling 
you want to challenge in your case. 
 
If the ruling can be appealed, you will need to show 
that an appeal will not fix the trial court’s error. If the 
trial court ruling you want to challenge can be appealed, 
you will need to show the appellate division why that 
appeal is not good enough to fix the trial court’s error. 
To do that, you will need to show the appellate division 
how you will be harmed by the trial court’s error in a 
way that cannot be fixed by the appeal if the appellate 
division does not issue the writ (this is called 
“irreparable” injury or harm). For example, because of 
the time it takes for an appeal, the harm you want to 
prevent may happen before an appeal can be finished. 
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d. Description of the order you want the 
appellate division to make 

 
Your petition needs to describe what you are asking the 
appellate division to order the trial court to do or not do. 
Writ petitions usually ask that the trial court be ordered 
to cancel (“vacate”) its ruling, issue a new ruling, or not 
take any steps to enforce its ruling. 
  
If you want the appellate division to order the trial court 
not to do anything more until the appellate division 
decides whether to grant the writ you are requesting, you 
must ask for a “stay.” If you want a stay, you should first 
ask the trial court for a stay. You should tell the 
appellate division whether you asked the trial court for a 
stay. If you did not ask the trial court for a stay, you 
should tell the appellate division why you did not do 
this. 
 
If you ask the appellate division for a stay, make sure 
you also fill out the “Stay requested” box on the first 
page of the Petition for Writ (Misdemeanor, Infraction, 
or Limited Civil Case) (form APP-151). 
 
e. Verifying the petition 
 
Petitions for writs must be “verified.” This means that 
either the petitioner or the petitioner’s attorney must 
declare under penalty of perjury that the facts stated in 
the petition are true and correct, must sign the petition, 
and must indicate the date that the petition was signed. 
On the last page of the Petition for Writ (Misdemeanor, 
Infraction, or Limited Civil Case) (form APP-151), there 
is a place for you to verify your petition. 
 
 
 
 
Yes. Along with the petition, you must serve and file a 
record of what happened in the trial court (see below for 
an explanation of how to serve and file the petition). 
Since the appellate division judges were not there in the 
trial court, a record of what happened must be sent to the 
appellate division for its review. The materials that make 
up this record are called “supporting documents.” 
 
What needs to be in the supporting documents: The 
supporting documents must include: 

• A record of what was said in the trial court about the 
ruling that you are challenging (this is called the 
“oral proceedings”) and 

 
• Copies of certain important documents from the trial 

court. 
 
Read below for more information about these two parts 
of the supporting documents. 
 
Record of the oral proceedings: There are several ways 
a record of what was said in the trial court may be 
provided to the appellate division: 

• A transcript—A transcript is a written record (often 
called the “verbatim” record) of the oral proceedings 
in the trial court. If a court reporter was in the trial 
court and made a record of the oral proceedings, you 
can have the court reporter prepare a transcript of 
those oral proceedings, called a “reporter’s 
transcript,” for the appellate division. If a reporter 
was not there, but the oral proceedings were 
officially recorded on approved electronic recording 
equipment, you can have a transcript prepared for 
the appellate division from the official electronic 
recording of these proceedings. You (the petitioner) 
must pay for preparing a transcript, unless the court 
orders otherwise. 

 
• A copy of an electronic recording—If the oral 

proceedings were officially recorded on approved 
electronic recording equipment, the court has a local 
rule for the appellate division permitting this 
recording to be used as the record of the oral 
proceedings, and all the parties agree (“stipulate”), a 
copy of the official electronic recording itself can be 
used as the record of the oral proceedings instead of 
a transcript. You (the petitioner) must pay for 
preparing a copy of the official electronic recording, 
unless the court orders otherwise. 

 
• A summary—If a transcript or official electronic 

recording of what was said in the trial court is not 
available, your petition must include a declaration (a 
statement signed by the petitioner under penalty of 
perjury) either: 

o Explaining why the transcript or official 
electronic recording is not available and 
providing a fair summary of the proceedings, 

Is there anything else that I need to 
serve and file with my petition? 
 

13 
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including the petitioner’s arguments and any 
statement by the court supporting its ruling or 

o Stating that the transcript or electronic recording 
has been ordered, the date it was ordered, and 
the date it is expected to be filed. 

 
Copies of documents from the trial court: Copies of the 
following documents from the trial court must also be 
included in the supporting documents: 

• The trial court ruling being challenged in the petition 
 
• All documents and exhibits submitted to the trial 

court supporting and opposing the petitioner’s 
position 

 
• Any other documents or portions of documents 

submitted to the trial court that are necessary for a 
complete understanding of the case and of the ruling 
being challenged 

 
What if I cannot get copies of the documents from the 
trial court because of an emergency? Rule 8.931 of the 
California Rules of Court provides that in extraordinary 
circumstances the petition may be filed without copies of 
the documents from the trial court. If the petition is filed 
without these documents, you must explain in your 
petition the urgency and the circumstances making the 
documents available. 
 
Format of the supporting documents: Supporting 
documents must be put in the format required by rule 
8.931 of the California Rules of Court. Among other 
things, there must be a tab for each document and an 
index listing the documents that are included. You 
should carefully read rule 8.931. You can get a copy of 
rule 8.931 at any courthouse or county law library or 
online at www.courtinfo.ca.gov/rules. 
  
 
 
Yes. For statutory writs, the statute usually sets the 
deadline for serving and filing the petition. Here is a list 
of the deadlines for filing petitions for some of the most 
common statutory writs (you can get copies of these 
statutes at any county law library or online at 
www.leginfo.ca.gov/calaw.html). 
 
 

Statutory Writ Filing Deadline 

Writ challenging a ruling on a 
motion to disqualify a judge 
(see California Code of Civil 
Procedure section 170.3(d)) 

10 days after notice 
to the parties of the 
decision 

Writ challenging the denial of 
a motion for summary 
judgment (see California Code 
of Civil Procedure section 
437c(m)(l)) 

20 days after service 
of written notice of 
entry of the order 

Writ challenging a ruling on a 
motion for summary 
adjudication of issues (see 
California Code of Civil 
Procedure section 437c(m)(l)) 

20 days after service 
of written notice of 
entry of the order 

 
For common law writs or statutory writs where the 
statute does not set a deadline, you should file the 
petition as soon as possible and not later than 30 days 
after the court makes the ruling that you are challenging 
in the petition. While there is no absolute deadline for 
filing these petitions, writ petitions are usually used 
when it is urgent that the trial court’s error be fixed. 
Remember, the court is not required to grant your 
petition even if the trial court made an error. If you delay 
in filing your petition, it may make the appellate division 
think that it is not really urgent that the trial court’s error 
be fixed and the appellate division may deny your 
petition. If there are extraordinary circumstances that 
delayed the filing of your petition, you should explain 
these circumstances to the appellate division in your 
petition.  
 
  
 
Rule 8.931(d) requires that the petition and one set of 
supporting documents be served on any named real party 
in interest and that just the petition be served on the 
respondent trial court. “Serving” a petition on a party 
means that you must: 

• Have somebody over 18 years old who is not a party 
to the case—so not you—mail or deliver (“serve”) 
the petition to the real party in interest and the 
respondent court in the way required by law. 

Is there a deadline to ask for a writ? 
 

How do I “serve” my petition? 
 14 
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