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Local Rule 608.23: Costs in Probate Code Proceedings 

In determining whether an award of costs under the Probate Code and relevant California Rules of Court 
is just and reasonable, the court will be guided by the following principles, among others: 

(a) Costs Automatically Approved Without a Court Order. The following costs may be reimbursed to the 
person who advanced the cost (e.g., an attorney, guardian, conservator, personal representative, or 
trustee) without need for prior court approval. The reimbursement must be reported in any accounting, 
fee petition, or other report on payments and expenses.  

(1) Fees charged by the clerk of the court; 

(2) Electronic filing fees charged by an electronic filing service provider; 

(3) Newspaper publication fee (only one publication series per petition, unless the court 
specifically authorizes otherwise); 

(4) Surety bond premiums; 

(5) Probate referee fees;  

(6) Professional process server fees for service of a summons, where service is statutorily 
required; and 

(7) Court investigator fees. 

(b) Disallowed Costs. Expenses considered by the court to be business overhead are not reimbursable 
costs. Such costs include, but are not limited to, the examples set forth below: 

(1) Ordinary copying costs, scanning costs, or postage (except as set forth in subsection (c) 
below); 

(2) Expenses associated with telephone usage, such as long-distance charges, minutes usage 
fees, or fax usage fees; 

(3) Expenses associated with remote appearances, internet access charges, or data usage fees; 

(4) Expenses associated with computers or other electronic devices, such as costs for hardware, 
licensing fees for any software (including proprietary financial or specialty software), data 
storage fees, backup fees, email access fees, or fees for internet or device security;  

(5) Electronic research charges (e.g., Westlaw or LexisNexis bills); 

(6) Mileage and parking fees; and  

(7) Costs for messengers or other runner services. 

(c) Discretionary Costs. The court may allow certain costs at its discretion. Discretionary costs must be 
supported by a declaration describing the cost, itemizing the amount, and stating why the cost was 
necessary. For costs incurred in any protective proceeding, such as a guardianship or conservatorship, 
the declaration must also specify how the cost benefited the principal or protected person. 
Discretionary costs include, but are not limited to, the examples set forth below: 
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(1) Use of alternative delivery services, such as FedEx or UPS; 

(2) Professional process server fees for service of documents in any instance where the court 
specifically orders personal service;  

(3) Travel expenses associated with traveling more than 50 miles (“long-distance travel 
expenses”), except as follows: 

 (A) Long-distance travel expenses will not be reimbursed to the personal representative 
of an estate where the personal representative is not waiving statutory fees; and 

 (B) Long-distance travel expenses will not be reimbursed to any fiduciary for a court 
appearance where the fiduciary had the option of appearing remotely, and the remote 
appearance would have served the interests of the principal or protected person just as 
well as the fiduciary’s physical appearance in court; 

(4) Extraordinary postage, scanning, and copying expenses (with copying costs limited to the 
maximum of ten cents per page); and 

(5) Interpreter or translation services. 

 

(Adopted effective July 1, 2023) 

 


