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Dates and Times 

 

All trials are set on the 8:30 a.m. Monday calendar.  At the end of the calendar 

call, the court will prioritize trials and decide scheduling.  The court typically hears trials 

Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays from 9:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m.  (Wednesdays 

are reserved for the court’s motion calendar.)  

 

Submission of Documents at Outset of Trial 

 

The parties’ Statement of Compliance must be electronically filed by noon on the 

Friday before the Monday trial date.  If the Statement is not timely filed, the court, at its 

option, may continue the trial or trail the trial while the parties complete a proper 

statement. 

 

Upon the court’s announcement a particular case will begin trial in Department 

C14, the lawyers shall deliver the following items to the clerk: 

 All deposition transcripts to be used by the court during trial, together with a 

buck slip or an envelope with postage for return of the transcripts  

 Two exhibit lists and two duplicate sets of tabbed exhibits in 3-ring binders 

 

Witnesses 
 

It is the responsibility of the lawyers to arrange the appearance of witnesses in 

such a manner as to avoid delay of the trial. The lawyers are to confer with each other 

regarding order of appearance of witnesses and advise the court of any anticipated 

witness problems before trial commences.   

 

Exhibits    
 

 Please refer to the attached “Preparing Exhibits for Trial.” 

 

Although exhibits are pre-marked for identification, the first time an exhibit is 

referred to during trial, the lawyer mentioning it should identify the exhibit by number 

and give a brief description of the exhibit for the record. 

 

The court will rarely allow an exhibit if it has not been disclosed to the opposing 

lawyer before trial.  If a lawyer wishes the court to allow such an exhibit, he or she must 

first show it to opposing counsel, briefly describe it, and have it marked as an exhibit. 

 



At the beginning of trial, the parties will be asked to stipulate in writing to the 

return of exhibits after trial.  If so, at the end of the trial, each exhibit will be returned to 

the party who submitted it. 

 

 

Courtroom demeanor 
 

The court expects all lawyers, parties and witnesses to be prompt and maintain 

proper courtroom decorum.  The court would like the lawyers to address opposing 

counsel, the parties, the witnesses, and jurors by their surnames.  The court expects the 

lawyers to maintain self control at all times.  

 

During any and all arguments on legal issues, the lawyers must direct their 

comments to the court and not to one another.  No lawyer should interrupt the court or 

another lawyer.  The court will give all lawyers interested in an issue ample opportunity 

to be heard before the court decides an issue and rules.  The party who speaks last will 

virtually always be the party against whom the court’s tentative ruling has been made. 

 

Objections should be limited “objection” and/or “motion to strike” and a brief 

statement of technical legal grounds; i.e., no speaking objections.  Opposing counsel 

should not speak before the court rules unless the court requests input.  If the court 

sustains the objection, the court will allow opposing counsel to be heard upon request.   

 

Lawyers should stand at the podium when questioning witnesses.  If it is 

necessary to approach a witness to show the witness something, the lawyer may do so 

without asking the court’s permission, but it should be done in a calm dignified manner.  

The lawyer should not invade the witness’s personal space.  Questioning at the witness 

stand should be kept to a bare minimum. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Franz E. Miller 

Judge Presiding, Department C14 


